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the basis of Paul Cainbon's reports, implies that it came
from Lord Lansdowne.160 From these discussions the
French gathered that Lord Lansdowne was ready to offer
an agreement, veiled from Parliament and the public under
the form of an exchange of notes, to exchange views in
common—an agreement which might lead to a real alli-
ance.161 As M. Cambon wrote^ later on, in April and Sep-
tember, 1912:
I know that the British Government does not have the
right to bind itself without the authorization of Parliament;
but there is no need of a duplicate agreement, of a treaty
drawn up and signed [pas besoin d'un accord en partie
double, de traite signe et paraphre]; we could content our-
selves with an exchange of declarations. This is what we
would have done in 1905 with Lord Lansdowne, if the resig-
nation of M. Delcasse had not cut short our conversations.162
to be that each Government should continue to treat the other with the
most absolute mutual confidence, should keep it fully informed of
everything which came to their knowledge, and should, so far as pos-
sible, discuss in advance any contingencies by which they might in the
course of events find themselves confronted"; Gooch, Camb, Hist, of
Brit. For. Policy, III, 342.
 160	"in the month of April, 1905, Lord Lansdowne had appeared
disposed to take one step further,-and had proposed to M. Cambon a
general formula  for an  Entente. . . ."; Poincare,  Les  Origines de  la
Guerre (Paris, 1921), p.-79.   That M. Poincare is correct seems to be indi-
cated by Mr. Spender, who- says that on April 25, 1905, Sir Francis Bertie
informed M. Delcasse, on Lord Lansdowne's instructions, that the Brit-
ish Government would join the French in opposing Germany's acquisition
of a port on the coast of Morocco, and hoped to be given a full oppor-
tunity to concert with the French Government the measures which might
be taken to prevent it.   The French were pleased.   A month later, after
further conversations, on May 25, Lord Lansdowne suggested "that the
two Governments should treat one another with the utmost confidence
and discuss all likely contingencies"; J. A. Spender, Ufe of Sir Henry
CampbelLBannerman II, 248.
 161	M. Poincare says in his recent memoirs (Au Service de la France,
1,187, 221); "The Conservative Government had been able to contemplate
an alliance in 1905."   "M. Paul Cambon had written me that at the
time [1905]  an agreement of this kind  [for an exchange of views in
common] would have been only a beginning on the part of Lord Lans-
downe. . . . The forced resignation of M. Delcasse had perhaps made
us lose in 1905 an opportunity for a veritable alliance with England".
 162	Paul Cambon to Poincare, April 18,1912, Au Service de la France,
I. 174

